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NEWSLETTER #15, 27th January 2015
1. Season so far
Membership of East Cheshire is buoyant:  we have more members than ever this season!  Perhaps for this reason, we have been easily been able to maintain four teams in the Stockport League, one in each of the League’s divisions.  The A-team has been experiencing the heat of the 1st Division, and after six matches lies at the bottom of its division.  Even so there have been some notable personal victories and some drawn games against very strong players. The B-team, after 4 matches, lies just above the bottom of the 2nd Division table.  The C-team has played six matches and also lies just above the bottom of the 3rd Division table.  The Limit League team (D-team), in contrast to its excellent season last year, is bottom after eight matches.  We hope for more success for all the teams in the remaining half of the season!  
One of our new members, Kieran Newell, is current leader in the matchplay competition with 75%  after four games.  Close behind him come Myles Heywood (60%  after five games) and Geoff Smith (57%  after seven games – the minimum needed to qualify in this competition).

We held two Social evenings, one to open the season and the other just before Christmas.  Both were very pleasant occasions, and well attended

2. Trials of the Treasurer
We have finally managed to move our account to RBS in Bramhall, after the Cheshire BS became Nationwide BS and warned us that our account would incur substantial charges.  The full saga will be recounted at the AGM in May!  Club accounts are not regarded favorably by banks and building societies these days! 
3. Digital clocks

At the start of the season, thanks to generous gifts from quite a few members, we raised enough to buy four more digital clocks, and they have been used regularly this season, without any problems.  If you are playing with one of them, please remember to turn it off when you finish your game (button located under the clock).  If you have never set one up, do work out how to do so – it may fall to you to get one ready in the future!  Option 3 is used for standard time settings (e.g., 10 minutes each) and option 18 is used for Fisher time settings (set time with e.g. 10 second increments per move).  As the analogue chess clocks wear out, we should certainly only replace them with digital versions.  
4. Grades at the half-way point.
The current performance grades (warning: calculated by the Secretary!) for our team members are shown in the table below.  The ECF website now displays the January grades for ECF members, and these have been added to the Stockport League website.  Note that they are based on up to 30 games, so are calculated from results of more than one season.  They will therefore differ significantly from those shown below, which are calculated purely from this season’s  League match results.  The ECF January grades are only used for players in League matches if they replace estimated grades submitted at registration in September.
5. Forthcoming events

There will be an end-of-season Social:  the provisionally assigned date is Wednesday 29th April, 2015.  The club will close for the summer after the AGM, which is provisionally scheduled for Wednesday 20th May 2015.  Will the holders of any annually awarded trophies please return them to a club officer by the 15th April.

6. Secretary’s duties

During the Secretary’s absence after Feb. 4th until late March/early April, please direct queries/emails to Myles Heywood (mylesheywood@hotmail.com) 

Best wishes for a successful second half of the season from David Taylor (Club Secretary).
GAMES PLAYED up to 25th January 2015, PERCENTAGES & CURRENT PERFORMANCE GRADES

	                       Grades:
	 @ start of
	Current performance
	matches
	percent

	 
	season
	25/01/2015
	played
	scored

	Bamford, Paul
	117
	115
	6
	33.3

	Burrows, Roy
	60
	41
	3
	0.0

	Chandley, Duncan CW
	87
	64
	4
	25.0

	Clarke, Geoff
	100
	85
	7
	21.4

	Cooke, Edwin
	99
	114
	5
	50.0

	Flaherty, Nicholas C
	115
	91
	1
	0.0

	Heywood, Myles
	124
	145
	5
	60.0

	Hodgson, Keith
	96
	88
	11
	36.4

	Holton, Keven R
	134
	137
	3
	33.3

	Maher, T Vincent
	130
	130
	0
	 

	McKie, Jim M
	145
	142
	3
	33.3

	Newell, David F
	146
	157
	4
	37.5

	Newell, Kieran
	115
	165
	4
	75.0

	Oldham, N Hartley
	100
	116
	3
	50.0

	Pease, Arnold
	68
	26
	2
	0.0

	Ramsey, Philip
	171
	164
	6
	33.3

	Reed, John S
	174
	167
	6
	33.3

	Rickards, Tudor
	137
	144
	11
	36.4

	Smith, Geoff M
	62
	77
	7
	57.1

	Stokes, Alan
	129
	134
	10
	35.0

	Tait, Bill
	129
	141
	11
	50.0

	Taylor, David R
	144
	130
	9
	22.2

	Tranter, Steve
	171
	181
	5
	50.0

	Vaughan, Ian R
	90
	82
	8
	31.3
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